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This'academically challenging
school teaches its students how to
live the gospel values of love, justice,
self discipline and respect for others ,
with the goal that they will become
the future leaders of the Brownsville
civic and church communities.

&4

PHILOSOPHY

The philosophy of Guadalupe
Regional Middle School draws upon
the traditions of the three religious
congregations that sponsor the
school - the Congregation of
Christian Brothers, the Marist
Brothers of the Schools, and Sisters
of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament -

Our educational philosophy is
embodied

by the following four pillars:

¢ Religious formation

e College preparatory instruction

e Educating the whole person

e The Christian learning
community



Dear Friends of GRMS,

e parents and students
[for your generous suppo

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and,
Guadalupe Regional Middle School, I v
throughout last school year. It was an evel 1
many reasons. After almost two years of interruption due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the safety protocols we had to putin place, we were able to return to normal in-person
classes in our building and to some of our cherished annual events: the Fall Blessing, Trunk
or Treat, the Charro Days Viewing Party, and our Scholarship Gala celebrating our 20th
year of serving Brownsville community.

While the pandemic was disruptive and truly a scourge in our community, there were some
hidden blessings that resulted. In-person classroom instruction and student participation
are preferred by far. However, in the pandemic, we discovered new ways to maintain our
connection with our students and prevent them from falling behind. Remote classes via
ZOOM, the use of Google Classroom and Jupiter Ed allowed us to keep our students
engaged when in-person participation was not possible. We now have sufficient laptops,
tablets, and hotspots to provide our student for special projects and for remote learning
when the need arises. Even now after our return to in-person classes, we use these tools.

We had a bumpy beginning in the fall of 2020. Twice after the school year started, we had
to interrupt classes to implement COVID safety protocols. Nonetheless, we had a
successful year graduating the class of 2022 with 21 new alumni of GRMS.

None of this could have happened were it not for our sponsors: the Sisters of the Incarnate
Word & Blessed Sacrament, the Marist Brothers of the Schools, the Edmund Rice Christian
Brothers. Nor could we have done it without the loyal support of the members of our
Society of Our Lady of Guadalupe (local couples and individuals who make an annual
pledge in support of GRMS).

Guadalupe Regional Middle School has a bright post-pandemic future because people like
you believe that education (particularly Catholic education) is one of our best tools for
breaking the cycle of poverty and violence that plague so many of our border communities.
However, there is one small problem. Those who could most benefits from what GRMS has
to offer, often do not even know that we exist—we are one of Brownsville’s best kept
secrets. Help us spread the word—everyone in Brownsville should know about GRMS and
be proud that their city is the only city in all of Texas with such a school.

May God bless you abundantly for your support and generosity!
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Sincerely, Regional Middle School

Brother Edward Bergeron, CFC ‘ !
President
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Dear GRMS Family of Friends,

Guadalupe Regional Middle School is blessed to have served hundreds of Brownsville

children for over twenty years! Many of our past alumni are now professionals, graduate
students, and beginning their own families, and often give credit to the years of formation
at GRMS that helped them achieve their goals. Our current students know the legacy they

are entering is one that is filled with blessings and prayers from our school community. W

The 20th Anniversary in 2021-2022 marked a milestone for the school, and our annual
Scholarship Gala was a special night where all shareholders came together to celebrate
God’s work. The Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores, Bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville, said it
best, “This is God’s school and we are called to make His work a success in the lives of His
children.” At GRMS, every faculty and staff member answer that call each day when they
come on to campus and work with the students. Every donor to the school also answers
that call with their generosity in sustaining this school each year. Together the efforts reap
the benefits in the life of each student and their future.

Our families at Guadalupe Regional Middle School are extremely appreciative of all that
the school presents to their student. Many know that without GRMS, the opportunity of a
Catholic education would be merely an unattainable dream. These families are just as
committed to GRMS in doing their part to support school initiatives, events, celebrations,
and our faith formation with their student. After twenty years, the legacy of siblings is
celebrated, and “big brothers and sisters” are now proudly supporting their younger
siblings in “their school”. This is a joy to see their pride, and alumni visits are filled with
smiles and love when on site.

Everyone plays a role in the success of this school beginning with our Heavenly Father. It is
through His master plan that we are all here together, each doing their part, in ensuring
that GRMS continues into the future.

Thank you for supporting the mission of Guadalupe Regional Middle School, for doing your

part, and most importantly, for answering God’s call to make a Catholic education available
to all His children.

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever! &,(a(/c,/,ng{

Regional Middle School
ettt P e

Dr. Virginia G. Miller,
GRMS Principal ‘ !
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Dear Friends of GRMS,

It gives me great pleasure, and it is an honor to be part of Guadalupe Regional

Middle School’s noble mission of providing a Catholic education to our local
Brownsville children at an all-scholarship school. To serve as Chairman of the @
GRMS Board, | along with my colleagues, extend our time and efforts to this &1
worthy cause; and thank all who join us in supporting GRMS.

We know that the school is successful in ensuring girls and boys having the opportunity to

not just be prepared academically, but to learn about values and moral standards. This in

turn is so they can develop into caring human beings and is what makes GRMS a wonderful
influence in the development of our local children.

The school went through challenging times during COVID, and recently with post-COVID
issues, but we have been very fortunate to have a wonderful staff that is so committed to
the school and its students. Very few schools can recognize staff that have been with them
since their first day of operation, and others who have continued to serve for extended
years. The school’s staff has worked diligently to make sure the students come first, so
they can continue with their education and goals for the future.

Going forward we will continue to work effectively to reach out to more students and their
families, hence increasing the school’s enrollment to benefit as many Brownsville
residents as we can.

| want to extend a very heartfelt thank you to all families that have so generously
supported Guadalupe school throughout the years. Without our school benefactors shared
belief in this important community mission, the school could not sustain itself throughout
the years. Valuable community donors support GRMS through their donations, their
sponsorships at our annual events, and with their presence at these events.

| encourage all to please share Guadalupe Regional Middle School’s story, so we can reach
out to more children in our community.

God Bless,

Mr. Raul Villanueva
Chairman of GRMS Board
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A member of the Edmund Rice Christian
Brothers, one of the religious congregations who
sponsor Guadalupe Regional Middle School, |
arrived in Brownsville in July 2002 to be part of
the initial faculty. A small team consisting of Br.
Leo Shea FMS, Mrs. Cathy Thomas, Mrs. Patricia
Flota, Mrs. April King, Br. David Concannon CFC,
and Br. Bill Cronin CFC, and myself. We were
optimistic and very hopeful that this project
would first, get off the ground and then, perhaps
be successful. We had few resources, but a lot
of faith that God would be with us. We opened
the doors and welcomed our first group of six
graders, about 21 in all, in mid-August.
Thankfully we had some community support as
well as resources from one of the sponsoring
congregations that we managed to finish our
first year, a year that had both happy stories and
some not so. The decision was made at the end
of that first year to recruit our second class.
This repeated at the of the second year, then the
third and continued to be repeated to the
present, our 21st year.

Over time we took as our motto, ‘College and
Heaven', to emphasize two themes that define
our existence. We are a Catholic middle school
where we hold in high regard religious
instruction and celebration in the life of the
church through participation in the sacraments,
especially the Eucharist. We afford time and
opportunity for communal prayer at the start and
end of the day and before each class. Another
theme among teachers and students, which we
attempt to put into practice, is respect for the
human person as created in the image of God.
Our message is: “We are created in the image
of God and are therefor holy”. As faculty we
need to recognize our students as “Created in
the image of God and therefor are holy”.

" The second theme we emphasize is that every

student has the opportunity to fully develop. -
their gifts-academically, physically, and

socially. Our hope is that our graduates will be

well prepared to participate fullyin the life of
the high schools that they will attend. We
provide them with some of the skills that will
enable them to move beyond high school and
into college or other professional training
facilities to prepare for rewarding careers.

| have come to Guadalupe Regional Middle
School so that students will be able to attend
a Catholic school and receive instruction in
their faith. This has not been available in
many parts of the country due to the high cost
of tuition to attend faith based schools.
Through the blessings of the Diocese of
Brownsville, our three sponsoring religious
congregations, and the generosity of many
donors | am privileged to have had to
opportunity to serve the students and
graduates of our school. Our school is ‘tuition
free’ or nearly so to enable families of modest
means to avail their children a Catholic
education. This is one of the reasons | have
come here from a career as a teacher in
several of the school conducted by me
congregation. Having a science and math
background | considered myself able to assist
in our project. This is a life change that | am
not sorry as | have developed and grown,
received much in my time here.

| have been the science and keyboarding
teacher and more recently the math teacher
for grades 6, 7, grade 8 pre-algebra and grade
8 algebra 1. At present | am partially retired
and now am responsible for the Algebra 1
course and a variety of non-academic chores.

Br. Arthur Williams CFC
Edmund Rice Christian Brother
20th year

N\ 2
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t of GRMS for the last 20 plus years. In 2002 | was a GRMS
X years later, | became the secretary / nurse / mom to so many
to Which | have had the privilege of working with every day. |

ve it any other way.

Our family first heard about Guadalupe from a family friend. At that time,
my oldest was just finishing 5th grade. Not only did my oldest daughter
attend but her two younger sisters as well. The experiences Guadalupe
provides for so many of our students and their families are endless. GRMS
allows our students to have the opportunities of their first time on a plane,
first time away from home. They can see what this world has to offer.

At this school we can see the positive impact our school has on our children,
vJv:hich drives us to want to keep giving. As a parent and employee, | see there
is no other school like it. It gives so much for so little in return. Having GOD as
our guide has strengthened our faith, and our love has only gotten stronger.
We choose GOD first. **

s - - ;
God bless our little blue building and everyoneVWho has set foot in our
classrooms.
- Celia Smith, Administrative Assistant L
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| applied to Guadalupe in 2002, because |
saw an ad in the newspaper. | went to GRMS
to talk to then principal, Kathy Thomas. |
didn't hear from her so | went to Merida,
Mexico to bring my son because we were
moving back to Brownsville. | was in the
swimming pool and my mom answered the
phone and it was Dr. Thomas telling me that
| had gotten the position.

| started teaching alongside Brother Arthur,
Brother David and Brother Bill, and April;
that was all the faculty. | taught Religion and
Spanish. Mrs. Martinez started as a volunteer
for P.E. and we became friends. | wasinlove |
with the mission of the school, and I still am.
| believe in what we do. | really believe that
my mission in life is to share the love of
Christ with the younger generations .

- Patricia Flota, GRMS Religion Teacher since
2002

During Sunday mass, they informed the
community that they would open a new
Catholic school for families who had
children entering the 6th grade. My
daughter, Lili, was about to complete the
5th grade. My husband and | went to ask
for information the next day. We enrolled
our daughter at GRMS, and | started
volunteering as a coach throughout the
school year.

Eventually, they offered me a position at
the school. | have been at GRMS for 20
years. GRMS has been a blessing for me. |
love the atmosphere and the respect we
have between teachers and students. We
have formed a beautiful family. When I'm
at GRMS, | feel at home.

Through these 20 years that | have
dedicated to GRMS, | feel happy and full of
having given my best years to educate
children, many of whom are already
professionals. | am proud to know that
although it has been a small part of me, | s
have contributed to their professional 4
careers.
-Alma A. Martinez, Physical Ed Teacher at
GRMS since 2002




Growing up in Southern California and
going to college up north, | never
expected that | would be teaching
middle school science in South Texas.
However, since | joined the Alliance for
Catholic Education with the University of
Notre Dame, my life's adventure has led
me here anyways. Serving with ACE has
provided me the great blessing to be able
to serve our students at Guadalupe
Regional Middle School. My favorite part
about teaching is how each day is a
brand new adventure with these
students. They are full of so much joy, and
it is clear to me how the Holy Spirit is
working in GRMS to help these young
people become the best versions of
themselves.

- Michael Badzey, ACE Science Teacher
2021-2023

Teaching at Guadalupe Regional Middle
School has been a tremendous honor and
privilege in my life. My small Catholic
college in upstate New York guided me to
a unique program called the Alliance for
Catholic Education, and saying yes to that
invitation has led me on the adventure of
a lifetime. | am blessed to be able to work
with the energetic, passionate, and
charismatic students of Guadalupe every
day in the social studies classroom, as
well as after school on the basketball
court. | am incredibly grateful to serve
GRMS for two years through the ACE
i program. Witnessing the progress and

» growth of the students at Guadalupe
_# each and every day is a beautiful gift.

- Michael Averill, ACE Science Teacher
2022-2024

=¥

The Alliance for Cathollc Educatlon (ACE) seeks to develop a corps oﬂllghly motlvated and
committed educators to meet the needs of our country's elementary and secondary schools.” 'ACE
Teaﬂnng Fellows represent a broad variety of undergraduate disciplines, with a diverse set of
lgckgmunds and experiences. ACE provides an intensive two-yeér service experience encompassing

profeskmal development, commumty hfe and spiritual growth. A
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Throughout my teaching experience, |
have worked at Catholic schools and |
feel God has called me to work and serve
at Guadalupe Regional School. | hope to
pass along the passion | feel for Reading
and Writing to my students. | feel very
fortunate and privileged to mold young
minds and to interact with themon a
day to day basis. The students bring such
energy and joy to the school. As a
community, we are a very special school,
where we are able to attend Mass each
week with our students and truly actively
live the Gospel. There are special
relationships being developed here each
day, with our students, colleagues, and
administration. | am happy to be a part
of this wonderful place.

- Claudia Martinez Reyes, GRMS English
Teacher

Blessed to have been a student, alum
and now teaching students that are
now in the seat | once sat in. | love being
able to tell people that | am a proud
alumni and talk about the .

- Sam Smith, GRMS Alum "1 &
Technology Teacher




“Guadalupe Regional Middle School: It's
the best kept secret in Brownsville!” How
true these words are, for | learned of
GRMS only a few years ago. When | was
invited to join the faculty, | had no idea
what abundance awaited me. What |
found has been a unique school family
led by highly experienced administration
and a dynamic, faith-rooted faculty
which genuinely loves and cares about
our students and their families.

= J é Q\‘ thy

Y. at My students are the most loving,
genuine, and truly deserving students
with whom | have ever had the pleasure
of teaching. Each has become a unique
blessing in my life, and it is my fervent |
prayer that | may enrich their lives

spiritually as much as they have enriched

mine while providing quality instruction

and new educational challenges and

opportunities each day. Our motto is

“College and Heaven.” From my vantage

point, | have found a little bit of Heaven

on Earth here at Guadalupe!

-Emily Foltz, GRMS English Teacher

To our Catholic school educators, thank you for all the time, effort, and sacrifice
you place in teaching others about the faith which you yourselves love.



CATHOLIC
IDENTITY

GRMS is one of the Catholic schools
within the Diocese of Brownsville
and the importance of Faith
Formation is as important as the
academic curricula.

The Catholic identity is found
throughout the campus, in each
classroom, the daily Religion course,
weekly mass, and daily prayers. Our
students lead our school mass as the
alter servers, lecturers, ushers, gift
bearers and choir that allows them
to take an active role in our mass.

Bringing the Liturgical Calendar to
life for our students is critical in
developing the future of our Catholic
faith with the recitation of the Holy

Rosary, celebrating days such as All )
Souls/All Saints Days, our p
re-enactments of the Gospel in the 7

Advent/Christmas and Lenten/Easter ‘}/
seasons, and the celebration of our flf/j
Patroness, Our Lady of Guadalupe. /; ,i7
Feast Day each December 12th. ' "‘///

/)

/

The Catholic Social Teachings gr}él;; é y !
also connected in the occurren?{s of 7|
our outside world so that our |}

students are conscientious of t

community of faith beyond the I’% /, /. ‘

school walls.







Profile of Excellence

Maria Jose Morales

GRMS Alumni & Valedictorian, Class of 2018
Saint Joseph Valedictorian, Class of 2022
Georgetown University, Class of 2026

Coke Scholars Recipient
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" SUMMARY

" FINANCIAL

Annual Appeal: $132,311.0
Grants: $175,800.00
EANS Grant & Reimbursement
Interest Income: 881.39
Special Events:

Sponsoring Congregations: $85,000.00
Family Contributions: 23,005.74

Tilma Leadership: $24,283.91
Miscellaneous: $1,711.62

Total Revenue: 567,263.36

EXPENDITURES

Academic: $8,612.35
Activities/Sports: $8,851.85
Administrative Expenses: $24,788.07
Advancement: $15,366.71

Faculty Development: $817.35
Food Bank: $985.84

Fundraising Expenses: $19,623.02
Insurance: $12,608.30
Maintenance: $39, 343.45
Salaries/Benefits: $512,618.04
Technology: $13,619.15
Transportation: $4,506.95
Utilities: $18,050.92
Miscellaneous: $1,414.60

Total Expenditures: 681,206.60



We thank everyone who
has given in support of
our school.

Your generosity enables
us to continue our vital

work of never giving up
on a child.

ave done our best® "+
to ensure the complete

accuracy of these lists.

We apologize for errors '
or omissions and would Wi
appreciate having any

mistakes brought to our
attention.




TILMA LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

The Tilma Leadership Circle is

compromised of those individuals and organiz who
make an annual, unrestricted financialgledge o) or"

more to Guadalupe Regional Middle

Steven De La Garza
Family

ST. JUAN DIEGO CIRCLE
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Lauren & Paul Serafy
Family

MIRACLE OF THE ROSES CIRCLE

Family

\
TEPEYAC CIRCLE P TEPEY)AC Cl

/N
Ruben Garcia Dr. '\llrgrma & Mar(,Mlller
Family @ Family
TEPEYAC CIRCLE TEPEYAC CIRCLE
Shannon & Jesus Rivas |, 'Iﬁ‘t_ourdes Simmons
Family Family

TEPEYAC CIRCLE TEPEYAC CIRCLE

“ Wielatz

TEPEYAC CIRCLE







Sponsoring Cong

Sisters of the Incarnate Word
Sacrament

Congregation of Christian Brothe:
Marist Brothers of the Schools

Our Lady of Guadalupe
($75,000+)

Mission & Ministry Impact

Cerro De Tepeyac
($50,000-$74,999)

Saint Marcellin Champagnat
($10,000-$49,999)

Anonymous

Amaturo Foundation

Christian Brothers Institute

Kenedy Memorial Foundation

Koch Foundation

The Raul Tijerina Jr. Foundation
Brownsville Economic Development
Council, Inc.

The Westerman Foundation

John Cown

Katusak Family Charitable

Marist Brothers Provincial Office
The Brownsville Foundation for Health
& Education

5 Stof the Holy Spirit and Mary
Immaculate

Blessed Edmund Rice L
($2,500-$4,999) vl

The Edmundian Society, Inc.

Border Projects-LCWR

Tony Martinez

Vancouver College

Amigo Pawn & Jewelry

Neal & Lourdes Simmons Foundation
Plains Capital Bank

President's Circle
($1,000-$2,499)

Serafy Foundation

Valley Day & Night Clinic

Falcon International Bank

Brownsville Urgent Care Pediatrics PLLC
Christian Brothers - Comunidad Juan
Diego

Dimas Sisters

International Bank of Commerce
Kenmont School

Lone Star National Bank

Michael Ortiz

Noe Ortiz

Sandtex International Corp.

Sisters of the Incarnate Word & Blessed
Sacrament



St. Joseph Academy
Valley Speech, Language
Learning Center

ZIWA Corporation

Br. Jim Keane, CFC
Knights of Columbus -
Texas State Council
Marist Brothers Park Ave.
Com. - Br. Richard & Br. John
Karen Settle Newton

Platinum Medal
(8500-$999)

Central Catholic High School
Marist Brothers

Bishop Hendricken School
Burton, McCumber, & Cortez
Edwin & Elsa Cordero

lona Preparatory School

Marist Brothers

Marist College - Campus Ministry

Gold Metal
($250-$499)

0'Dea High School

Jessica & Raymond Lewis
Trevor Boyce

Patricia Flota, GRMS Teacher
Erika Chapa

Maria Cedillo

Alma Martinez, GRMS Teacher
Leticia Garza

Neto Roser

Celia Smith, GRMS Assistant
Anthony Paulin

Tudor Uhlhorn

Angela Smith, GRMS Alumn

g| Contreras
cia Kauachi

Virginia Balderas
Susan Reynolds
Gerry Brereton

Law Office of Thomas Sullivan - "i
Deborah Weiss s
Estela Lopez, GRMS Faculty

Hugo Zurita

Luis Jimenez

Elsie Baughman

Marsha Betancourt

Bob Biglin

Crown Janitorial

Mary Versaggi Davis

Maria Garcia

Marist Brothers

Marist Brothers Community
Paul Meuten

Claudia Nasrallah

Pat Pace

Christine Richardson
Richer Enterprises

Sisters of Saint Dorothy
T-Trendz

The Skin Care Clinic

Sister Mary Vianney Uyendo, IWBS



iends of Guad

($1-$99)

Edgar Chrnko
Thomas Montalbano
Ann Brown

Caole White

Zdeined Del Angel
Tara Putegnat
Nancy Villareal

Unlimited Printing

Our Partners

Monica Uribe Catholic Diocese of Brownsville

Br. William Joyce NativityMiguel Coalition

Carla Saenz Alliance for Catholic Education "
Marlene Garza Diocese of Brownsville Catholic ¥ '-"_,1
Gemma Hernandez, Schools Office

GRMS Teacher Our Lady Of Guadalupe Parish

Texas Catholic Conference of
Bishops - Accredited
Camp Marist

Thank you to Our Donors
Guadalupe Regional Middle School publishes this report acknowledging
the generosity of our supporters. It is possible that we have unintentionally
omitted or incorrectly listed the name of a donor.
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In loving memory of
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gardenas Development €o. a
Dimas Sisters o,
GRMS - Edmund Rice Christian Brothers
IB6 Bank
John Cowen
Sandtex International Corp.
San Miguel Farms
Serafy Foundation
Tony & Carla Martinez
ZIWA
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Our Goals:

+ College
* Heaven

Alumni Speaker:

Angela Smith '05
Photography: Brenda Bazan
Entertainment: Rockstar Denied
Special Thanks to: Most
Reverend Bishop Daniel E. Flores
Most Reverend Bishop Mario A.
Aviles

Title Sponsor:The Law Offices Of
Ignacio Martinez

Video Sponsor:

Valley Day & Night Sponsor
Birthday Sponsors:
PlainsCapital Bank

Amigo Pawn

Steven De La Garza
Sponsors:

Brownsville Urgent Care
Pediatrics, Asim Zamir
Carla & Tony Martinez
Cristy & JC Prtiz

Falcon Bank

IBC

John Cowen

Kenmont

Lone Star National Bank
Saint Joseph Academy
Sisters of the Incarnate
Word & Blessed Sacrament
Tenaza Farms

Unlimited Printing
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The Catholic schools of the Diocese of Brownsville have an annual awards
banquet to publicly acknowledge those individuals who have dedicated
themselves to the values and guiding principles underlying Catholic education
and who have helped others achieve this goal.

GRMS selected Mr. Michael Motyl, former teacher and President and Ms.
Dandy Pilon, former Advancement Director as the recipients of the 23rd Annual
Spirit Award for Guadalupe Regional Middle School in appreciation of their
years of service to the school, its mission, and students.

v



volunteer their time to provig\oi[ students
pantiers:

_Catholic Diocese

P 'Brownsville % w

AUADAIUPE
United Way —
of Southern Cameron County NATIONAL
COLLEGE
Texas Catholic ATTAINMENT
NETWORK

Conference of Bishops

EANMC
HOUSING AUTHORITY

NativityMiguel Coalition /5,;,(,(/,,/¢4 CITY OF BROWNSVILLE
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022-2023

February 25,2023: CHARRO DAYS
PARADE VIEWING PARTY | IBC DOWNTOWN

APRIL 15,2023: SCHOLARSHIP GALA
Rancho Viejo Conv:

Annual Report Designed In-House
Questions/Concerns/Donations:
T.956.504.5568 F: 956.504.9393
1214 Lincoln St.| Brownsville, TX 78521
‘guadalupeprep.org
Please Recycle
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A NATIVITYMIGUEL COALITION SCHOOL SPONSORED BY:
CONGREGATION OF CHRISTIAN BROTHERS, MARIST BROTHERS OF THE
SCHOOLS, & SISTERS OF THE INCARNATE WORD BLESSED SACRAMENT.

WWW.GUADALUPEPREP.ORG
1214 LINCOLN ST | BROWNSVILLE, TX 78521
ANNUAL REPORT DESIGNED IN HOUSE AT GRMS



